Writing a Philosophy Essay

I. Introduction

A. Tell me what you are going to tell me.

1. Introductory Statement.

a. A sentence or two introducing the topic you are going to be writing on.

2. Orientation Statement.

a. A few sentences giving some background information, a brief historical narrative, if needed, and any definitions go here.

3. Thesis statement.

a. Restate the topic first, then tell me precisely what you are going to be writing about and in what order, i.e.:

In this essay I am going to examine, how I can know what the truth is.  First I will discuss …  Next I will look at, …  Finally, I will go over…

II. Body

A. Tell me.

1. Main Point # 1.

a. Evidence

b. Supporting ideas

c. Examples

d. Illustrations

2. Main Point # 2.

a. Evidence

b. Supporting ideas

c. Examples

d. Illustrations

3.
Main Point # 3.

a. Evidence

b. Supporting ideas

c. Examples

d. Illustrations

III. Conclusion

A. Tell me what you told me.

1. Restate the Thesis Statement in past tense, i.e.:

a. In this essay I examined how I can know what the truth is.  First I discussed this…  Next I covered that …  Finally I looked at the other …

b. You opinion can go here, after you summarize the main points of the body of you essay.  No other new information in the conclusion.

